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SUBJ: PRISONER RELEASE UPDATE 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 12516 

SUMMARY: RELIABLE SOURCES REPORT OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF 
PRISONERS RELEASED ORIGINALLY ARRESTED FOR "POLITICAL" 

REASONS. SOME HAD BEEN ACCUSED OF ECONOMIC SABOTAGE WHEN 
ARRESTED JULY/AUGUST, WHILE OTHERS RELATIVES OF THOSE 
PREVIOUSLY ARRESTED OR EXECUTED. RUMORS CIRCULATED BEFORE 
RELEASE THAT NUMBER WOULD BE SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER THAN 244, 

BUT RUMOR APPARENTLY BASED ON LARGE NUMBER OF PRISONERS REPORTEDLY 
RE-EDUCATED IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO RELEASE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DEC. 24 PRISONER RELEASE FIRST MAJOR RELEASE OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS SINCE AUGUST. AMONG 244 RELEASED WERE FORMER 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE DR. ASRAT FELLEKE AND ONE OF HIS 
DEPARTMENT HEADS; FORMER MINISTER OF NATIONAL RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT ATO MEBRATE MENGISTE AND HIS FORMER HEAD OF 
AGRICULTURE DR. TELAHOUN MENGISTU. THEY AMONG GROUP 
ARRESTED AS "ECONOMIC SABOTEURS' "JULY/AUGUST WHO COMPOSED 
MAJORITY OF RELEASES. OTHER NAMES FROM THIS GROUP 
NOT AVAILABLE AT PRESENT BUT VERY FEW REPORTED TO BE 
CIVIL SERVENTS. 
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2. SECOND CATEGORY OF PRISONERS RELEASED APPARENTLY 
WIVES AND YOUNG CHILDREN OF PAST POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

WIFE AND SON OF AIR FORCE OFFICER EXECUTED AMONG SIXTY 
IN NOVEMBER 1974 RELEASED, AS WAS DAUGHTER OF IMPORTANT 
SHIFTA LEADER FROM SHOA PROVINCE WHO CAPTURED AND KILLED 
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AUGUST 1975. ONE SOURCE REPORTS THIS GROUP OF PRISONERS 
ARRESTED 8-9 MONTHS AGO. 

3. PRIOR TO RELEASE UP TO 1,000 PRISONERS ALLEGEDLY 
BEING RE-EDUCATED TO RE-ENTER SOCIETY. HOWEVER ONLY 
256 ACTUALLY RELEASED. OF THESE, EPMG OFFICIALS REALIZED 
FOLLOWING DAY 12 PRISONERS MISTAKENLY RELEASED. 

SUBSEQUENTLY. THESE 12 RE-ARRESTED, REDUCING FINAL 
TOTAL TO 244. WHEN QUESTIONED WHETHER THERE TO BE 
ANOTHER RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN NEAR FUTURE. 

RELIABLE SOURCE ANSWERED PROBABLY NOT FOR 3 OR 4 

MONTHS. SOURCE STATED PARENTHETICALLY MAJORITY OF RELEASES WERE 
AMHARA, ADDING IT ONLY LOGICAL BECAUSE MAJORITY 
ARRESTED WERE AMHARA. 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE THERE ANY SPECIAL 
SIGNIFICANCE TO THIS PARTICULAR RELEASE. HOWEVER, IT 
INTERESTING TO NOTE PRISONER RELEASES STILL GIVEN 
MAJOR ATTENTION BY MEDIA AND EPMG CONTINUES TO ATTEMPT 
DEMONSTRATE ITS FORGIVENESS, CURIOUSLY SIMILAR TO FORMER 
EMPEROR S PRACTICE. END COMMENT. 

TIENKEN 
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